pirit of the earth
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eather Craig and Jenn Lawrence are

gourd arrists and photographers,

and-—as anyone who walks into
their Grover Beach condo can see—ihesc
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walted patiently on the veranda fo
this New Times writer to leave (and
before she did, said dog pounced and
kissed her sloppily on the mouth)
The other dog, Akila, laid low in
the garage. These animals, along
with a cot, are family, and so
much of the inspiration behind
the artists’ latest venture: pet
phatagraphy
This aspect of their business
is Iresh—just a few months
old—and was horn from their
ahsalute love of animals, Craig
and Lawrence have an intense
energy in what they do, and their
tendency o feed ofl one another
during the creative process is
beauiful. They are talented, have a

SPIRAL GOURD A gourd may take
A0 hourk to transform into something you
would want on your mantie—and It'e a crap-
shoot for the artists, bacause it may nol furm
out how they imagined It. Bul that's the boauty of
this art pheanomenon

levers. One of their beloved dogs recently

Two Grover Beach artists find true meaning in their craft
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great respect for each other, and keep things light with a lot of
laughter

As il o booming photography business weren't enough, these
nature lovers al=o create impressive and rare gourd art. The
process of turning a dry, dirty plant into a work of art is a labor
of love. Craig and Lawrence buy the natural gourds from a larm
in Southern California, soak them, scrub off the gunk and mold
{toxic stufl, by the PHOTOS COUATESY OF ONDAGO ARTE
way), carve out the
insides, and sand
them

A gourd in its
final artistic stages
might involve
beadwork, leather
dyes, woodcarving
pamting, weaving,
and carpentry
Ihink power iools
in the backyard
The final products
form personalities
and even a sense
of pender—a true
identity amid all of
that beauty. A

RED ANTLER GOURD HALF MASK
This started out s a mistake in Craig's
mind's ayo, Kay words: “started out.”
The ond regull was this thought-provolk-
ng masterpleca.

Christy Heron can be
redched at cheron@
newtimesslo.com




